


contrast, evaluate, understand, organise, and classify information — in other /

words, think critically. This empowers pupils to make decisions and deal with

K\; Throughout their time at school, learners are expected to compare/

problems confidently, which are essential skills in school and the rest of their
lives. It seems like a lot to ask of a 6-year-old, but by taking some small steps, we

can develop our children’s critical thinking skills from an early age.

In the primary classroom, we use many different techniques to encourage
critical thinking. Giving learners critical challenges is often difficult, but vital in
pushing children to think more critically. Teachers should ask for answers which
go beyond repeating information or expressing likes or dislikes. Sometimes, a
wrong answer with an interesting explanation shows a stronger mastery of

critical thinking processes than a correct answer with no explanation.
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During this activity: ‘ ake decisions. Try to do it with

your children.




